
GLOBAL MINIMUM TAX: RSM EBNER STOLZ
TRANSITIONAL CBCR SAFE HARBOUR  
QUICK CHECK AS FIRST ASSESSMENT  
OF THE NEED FOR ACTION

As of 2024, large corporate groups have to assess for the first time the extent to which a top-
up tax is payable due to the requirements of the global minimum tax (Pillar II). In this context, 
even if all group entities are resident in jurisdictions with a nominal corporate tax rate far above 
the minimum tax rate of 15 %, the issue of the global minimum tax is not settled. However, 
temporary simplifications might be applicable. Our tool-based approach with the RSM Ebner 
Stolz Transitional CbCR Safe Harbour Quick Check provides an initial assessment.

WHAT IS AT STAKE – IN A NUTSHELL

The core elements agreed at OECD level for the intro-

duction of a global minimum tax have been made bind-

ing in the EU through the Minimum Tax Directive. For 

implementation in Germany the German Minimum Tax 

Act was already passed in 2023. Groups with a total  

annual turnover of at least 750 million euros in at least 

two of the four preceding financial years are obliged to 

check for the first time for the financial year beginning 

after 30 December 2023 whether the profit of all group 

members resident in a jurisdiction is subject to effective 

taxation of at least 15 %. If the effective tax rate is lower 

than 15 %, a so-called top-up tax must be paid, in  

general at the level of the group parent. Both multina-

tional and purely national groups are affected.

Groups covered by the regulations have to carry  

out extensive data investigations, in order to check 

whether all group profits have already been taxed  

at an effective rate of at least 15 %. Figures known from 

annual financial statements are subject to extensive 
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adjustments when calculating the effective tax rates 

under global minimum tax rules. In addition, affected 

groups have to fulfill additional declaration obligations, 

even if group entities are resident in countries with  

a nominal corporate tax rate above 15 %. 
CBCR-BASED SAFE HARBOUR RULES PROVIDE 

RELIEF

Temporarily applicable safe harbour rules, which can  

be based on data from country-by-country reporting 

(CbCR), promise to ease the application of the global 

minimum tax in the first years. Corresponding plans 

based on OECD guidelines are included in the German 

Minimum Tax Act. Three cases are envisioned in which  

a tax increase amount of 0 euros is to be applied for  

financial years up to and including 2026 for tax juris-

dictions in which the requirements are met:

›   According to country-by-country reporting (CbCR),  

sales revenues are less than 10 million euros and profit 

before tax is less than 1 million euros (De-Minimis-test).

›     The simplified effective tax rate calculated based on 

CbCR data (together with certain modifications, in 

particular to take account of deferred taxes) is at 

least 15 % (in 2024), 16 % (in 2025) and 17 % (in 2026; 

simplified ETR test).

›     The pre-tax profit according to CbCR is not higher 

than the so-called substance-based allowance, 

which is determined based on labour costs and  

tangible assets (substance test).

As a significant advantage of these CbCR safe harbour 

rules compared to the standard requirements financial 

information can to a large extent be based on already 

existing CbCR data or CbCR data that is to be deter-

mined anyway!

QUICK ANALYSIS WITH THE RSM EBNER STOLZ 

TRANSITIONAL CBCR SAFE HARBOUR QUICK 

CHECK

In view of numerous jurisdictions with nominal corpo-

rate tax rates of well above 15 %, the simplified ETR test 

in particular may provide relief in the first years of appli-

cation with the global minimum tax. Our Transitional 

CbCR Safe Harbour Quick Check can be used to check 

which tax jurisdictions could fall under this safe harbour 

regime based on existing CbCR data, enriched with  

certain additional information. In addition, the Quick 

Check  provides for an indication of whether there are 

any  implausible data records for jurisdictions or group  

companies that could prevent the application of the 

safe harbour rules.
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In addition to the state-by-state analysis, the Quick 

Check also allows a break down of the results to  

analyse individual group entities, providing an even 

more robust insight into the extent to which the relief 

provisions are being used or comprehensive data  

collection is required for global minimum tax purposes.
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OUR RANGE OF SERVICES

Based on the CbCR data provided to us and some  

additional information, we prepare a comprehensive 

evaluation for your group with our RSM Ebner Stolz 

Transitional CbCR Safe Harbour Quick Check as to 

what extent an application of these facilitations can  

be considered. In addition, an initial plausibility analysis 

of your CbCR data can be carried out based on such 

evaluation. In an initial meeting we will explain the  

results of the evaluation and the resulting options for 

your company to consider.

We will then be happy to assist you in developing and 

implementing concrete operational steps within the 

framework of your data collection and data processing 

systems to meet the requirements of the global  

minimum tax.

YOUR ADVANTAGES

Take advantage of the simplifications resulting from  

the transitional CbCR safe harbour regulations to keep 

the additional administrative effort in the first years of 

application of the global minimum tax as low as possi-

ble. The RSM Ebner Stolz Transitional CbCR Safe  

Harbour Quick Check provides you with a cost- 

efficient initial assessment, based on which a roadmap 

can be drawn up for adapting your data collection and 

processing systems to the requirements of the global 

minimum tax.



YOUR CONTACT PERSONS

The contact persons you know at RSM  

Ebner Stolz as well as the experts in inter-

national tax law will be happy to provide

you with further information on our tool approach and 

our range of services at any time.

ANSPRECHPARTNER

Die Ihnen bekannten Ansprechpartner 

stehen Ihnen bei Fragen zur eRechnung 

jederzeit gerne zur Verfügung. Zudem 

können Sie sich auch gerne an unsere Umsatzsteuer-

experten wenden. 
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